"The best musicians you've never heard..."

Information Sheet (December 2014)
Copyright © 2014 by Tom Weber Films LLC
Story and Approach
Our understanding of music and musicians is so heavily shaped by media-cultivated notions of
celebrity, wealth and fame that we lose sight of the function of music as a meaningful cultural
practice for millions of people. Although technology has made it easier than ever to create,
reproduce and disseminate music -- enabling millions of people to perform live and create
recordings and videos -- it has become harder than ever to gain wide exposure. Programs like
"American Idol" and "The Voice" largely serve to reinforce traditional notions of talent and the
power of industry gatekeepers.
ln my previous documentary, Troubadour Blues (2011), I explored the lives of musicians who
follow the tradition of the troubadour, the itinerant musician traveling from place to place,
picking up ideas and making up songs along the way. ln this film, I am engaging with
community-based musicians in a wide spectrum from hard rock to grand opera, in communities
large and small across the United States. Some of them are weekend musicians who play
mostly for fun, while others are hard-working professionals who stitch together a livelihood
playing gigs, teaching private lessons and recording with other musicians.
The film is inspired by The Hidden Musicians, a book by the U.K. sociologist Ruth Finnegan,
who is cooperating in the production. The visual style is relatively straightforward, with the goal
of achieving a sense of intimacy between the movie audience and the participants.
Starting with local musicians with whom I grew up in Erie, Pennsylvania {a small city with a
thriving musical community and supportive audience), I am moving outward to meet
unforgettable characters who practice their musical craft in communities from California to
Maine and from North Dakota to Texas. The film will thus showcase the scenic as well as
musical divesity of a vast and still wide-open country. Interviews revolve around participants'

definitions of success, talent, professionalism; their sense of place; and their ideas about the
larger music industry. The importance of technology in the production and dissemination of
music, particularly the role of social media and the Internet, is another focal point.
lnterviews and informal scenes will be intercut with musical performances that showcase these
"local" artists, shot and edited with the high production values usually reserved for celebrity
musicians. About 200 hours of footage has been collected to date (December 2014). This
includes a substantial amount of live footage showing the participants in action. In some
instances, participants who are not previously acquainted are shown performing together.
The finished film will be premiered at theatrical events in major music markets, with the
participation of musicians from the film and others recruited locally. A series of these event
screenings will be presented in a relatively short window (one or two months) to maximize
publicity for the home video release and a continuing series of smaller screenings. The film will
be promoted heavily at the National Association of Music Merchandisers (NAMM) show in Los
Angeles and through independently owned local music stores in as many localities as possible.
The film represents a significant sponsorship opportunity for corporations and individuals with
an interest in furthering musical participation, such as local music stores, online retailers,
musical instrument manufacturers, music schools and record companies. MVD Entertainment
Group will again handle retail distribution in both DVD/Blu-Ray and digital platforms.
Why This, Why Now?
Participation in music is one of the most widely popular activities in our culture; yet much of
this activity is obscured from public view by its very ordinariness. Dominant media companies
have promoted an environment in which money, fame and celebrity are seen as gauges of
musical quality, and have mythologized the career path for musicians: the best musicians are
"discovered" by major media, becoming "national acts" and winning over the mass audience
via recordings, large-scale tours and media appearances. Meanwhile, millions of musicians
spend their lives developing their skills and providing local entertainment while holding down
jobs, raising families and participating in community life. As a filmmaker, I feel an obligation to
explore the hidden corners of our culture, and this is my primary reason for making this film.
Director Bio
Tom Weber is a documentary filmmaker whose work examines musical performance in its
social and cultural contexts. His feature-length film Troubadour Blues (2011), which documents
the lives of a dozen singer-songwriters on the folk/roots circuit, is in home video distribution
through MVD Entertainment Group. Weber also produces concert videos, electronic press kits
and artist profiles. Weber is co-author of Reggae Island: Jamaican Music in the Digital Age
(DaCapo Press, 1998) and received his Ph.D. from Bowling Green State University in
Communication Studies/Ethnomusicology. He has taught communication and filmmaking at
several colleges and universities, and is a former broadcast and print journalist. A longtime
musician himself, Weber is a native of Erie, Pa., where he resides.
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